In this workshop, we have examined theory and learning. We have looked at several theorists and their developmental theories. Here’s a quick review.
	Bronfenbrenner
	He believed that outside systems (microsystem, mesosystem, exosystem, and macrosystem) influence children. He believed that each system represented a level of the child’s environment. He believed that each of these systems influenced the child’s development. Each of these systems represented a different level that would impact the child’s life, from closest impact (family/microsystem) to farthest (culture/macrosystem).

	Piaget
	He believed that cognitive development is developed (occurs) in stages. Each of Piaget’s stages are based on age. Piaget also believed that schema are building blocks through which the brain makes sense of experiences, and that adaptation is how children progress from one stage to another.

	Vygotsky
	He believed that learners socially construct (develop) through social interaction and language. Vygotsky also believed that language mediates the environment and that children learn best through social interaction with more knowledgeable others.


Let’s add one more theorist to these: John Dewey.
[image: Picture of theorist, John Dewey]Hello, I'm John Dewey!
I believe in experiential learning, that learners learn by doing. I began what is known as the progressive education movement and also ran a lab school in Chicago. I am a supporter of the philosophy of pragmatism. As a pragmatist, I believe that reality must be experienced. Based on these ideals, I began the progressive education movement. Progressive education began in the late nineteenth century and its ideals can still be found today in several educational realms. Progressive education is founded on several ideas, including:
· Students learn by doing.
· Teaching should be a child-centered approach.
· Reflective practice impacts learning.
· Thinking is the method of an educational experience and is enhanced by experiences for students that are:
· Relevant
· Problem-based
· Informative
· Self-regulated
· Self-reflected as self-assessment
Watch the following segment from the film “John Dewey: An Introduction to His Life and Work” for more information about my approach to learning and how learners are not blank slates. If you are not already logged into the IWU Library, you will be prompted to do so.
· Dewey's Approach to Education (03:02)
https://go.openathens.net/redirector/indwes.edu?url=https%3a%2f%2ffod.infobase.com%2fPortalPlaylists.aspx%3fwID%3d98671%26xtid%3d44900%26loid%3d138068


For more an illustrated explanation of experiential learning, watch the following YouTube video by Sprouts.
· Experiential Learning (03:53) (View transcript)
[image: Thumbnail of Video – Click to Play]

Photo of John Dewey by Underwood & Underwood [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons
COMPARATIVE THEORY CHART
Remember to record new theories/theorists in your Comparative Theory Chart from 3.2 Dropbox as you work through each workshop activity. This can then be used as a visual reference as you work through specific applications of these concepts.
Upon completion of this assignment, you should be able to:
· Determine which theory aligns to personal teaching beliefs.
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Resources
· Video: Dewey's Approach to Education
· Video: Experiential Learning
· File: Comparative Theory Chart
· Article: Problem Solving as a Teaching Method
· File: Whole Brain Teaching Math First Grade transcript
· File: What Theoretical Camp Am I In?
· File: Results - What Theoretical Camp Am I In? 
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Background Information
Throughout this workshop, you have been introduced to cognitive psychologists and, with Dewey, progressive education and pragmatic theory. These theories can help provide the framework for your teaching. It is important to examine these approaches to determine the appropriate strategy based on your learners’ needs.
First this reflective assignment, you will first consider the ideals of John Dewey. Although he’s not technically a cognitive theorist or psychologist, his vast contribution to education needs to be acknowledged. In your reflection, you will examine his ideas in a classroom setting and determine how the teacher in the video is utilizing experiential learning with students.
For the second part of the assignment, you will take the “What Theoretical Camp Am I In?” survey to determine your beliefs and perceptions about all the various theoretical perspectives you have been introduced to, including Dewey. You will summarize your results and then share a strategy you can use based on each theorist. Though you may tend to fall into one camp, you will discover that you will need a broader pool of theories to pull from to address your learners’ needs.
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Instructions
1. Read the article entitled, Problem Solving as a Teaching Method, by Henry Hermanowicz, and consider the five phases of reflective thought in relation to student problem solving.
2. Review the Whole Brain Teaching Math First Grade transcript.
3. In your reflection paper (500-700 words), respond to each of the following:
a. Part I: Classroom Analysis of Experiential Learning and Problem Solving
i. Consider the teaching practices of the instructor. How do these practices support John Dewey’s ideas regarding experiential learning?
ii. Consider the active involvement of the students in this class. How do these practices support the five phases of reflective thought in relation to student problem solving as outlined in the article by Hermanowicz?
b. Part II: Theoretical Survey Analysis
i. Think about John Dewey in relation to the other theorists you have been introduced to. How are they similar? How are they different? Do you find yourself agreeing with one more than another?
ii. Take the survey in What Theoretical Camp Am I In?.
iii. Use Results - What Theoretical Camp Am I In? to compare your answers.
a. Based on the survey, which theoretical camp did you most align with?
b. Why do you think that is?
c. Though you may have aligned more with one specific theorist, list a way to incorporate an aspect of each of the theorists (Bronfenbrenner, Piaget, Vygotsky, Dewey) into your classroom.
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